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Adjutant General's Office, 


His Majeſty thinking it highly expedient, and neceſſary; for 
the benefit of his ſervice at large, that one uniform ſyſtem of field 
exerciſe and movement, founded on juſt and true principles, 
ſhould be eftabliſhed and invariably prafiiſed throughout his 
whole army, is therefore pleaſed to direct, that the rules and 
regulations approved of by his Maj eſty, for this important pur- 
poſe, and now publiſhed herewith, ſhall Be firifly followed 
and adhered to, without any deviation whatever therefrom : 
And ſuch orders before given, as may be found to interfere 
with, or counteract their effect and operation, are to be con- 
fidered as hereby cancelled, and annulled. It is his Majeſly's 
farther pleaſure, that the general officers appointed to review 
his troops, ſhall be inſtructed to pay particular attention to the 
per formance of every part of theſe regulations, and to report 
their obſervations thereupon for his Majefly's information, 
fo that the exact uniformity required in all movements may be 
attained and preſerved, and his royal intentions thereby car- 
ried into full effef. | 


By his Majeſly's Command, 


WILLIAM FAWCETT, 
"2 Adjutant General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 


— 


— = 


H* Majeſty, in order to eſtabliſh uniformity in the field» 
exerciſes of his infantry, having been pleaſed to 

prove of, and to order the adoption of a ſyſtem for their for- 
mation and movements; the regiments of foot in-general are 


therefore herewith acquainted, that they are — to 


obſerve, and to practiſe at their exerciſes, the following 
tial directions. 

The firelock is to be carried as low down as the arm will 
permit, without conſtraint. 


The battalion, and all its parts, is, on all occaſions, to aſ- 
ſemble—to be formed —and to move, with ranks and files 
cloſe; and with carried arms. | 


All guards are ta obſerve the ſame directions. 


Each ſoldier with ſhouldered arms in the ranks, is juſt light- 
ly to touch, 'and feel his neighbour's elbow ; and will cover 
with his perſon a ſpace of about twenty-two inches, 


When the ranks are open, they are to be /wo paces aſunder ; 
when cloſe they are to be one pace aſunder; and when locked 
up (as in marching in line, and in the firings) they are to be 
ſtill cloſer, 

The fizing of ranks, is to be from flanks to center of com- 


panies. ä 


The ordinary march is ſeventy-five ſteps in a minute ; and 


each ſtep to be thirty inches in length; this is the fundamental 
pace, and to be uſed on all occaſions, where greater hs; = 
not ordered, | a 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
. 
| 


when moving in line, are to 
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The guick march is an hundred and eight ſteps in a minute, 
each ſtep thirty inches. This is the pace to be kept in all 
filings of diviſions from line into column, and from column 
into line. 


The wheeling march is an hundred and twenty ſteps in a 
minute, and the length of the ſtep to be taken by the outward 
wheeling file, is to be thirty three inches. This is uſed in 
all wheels from line into column, or from column into line; 
and in changes of direction of the column, when in march. 


To theſe ſteps, and to their cadence, muſt the ſoldier be ha- 
bituated without drum or muſic. 


All alterations in carrying arms ; in change of pace; in facing; 
halting ; wwheeling ; marching ; and in every operation of the 
battalion in general, whether in line, or column, which is to 
be executed by the whole battalion at the ſame jnſtant, are to 
be made by word of command from its commanding officer. 


Words of command muſt be given quick, loud, and circu- 
lated in the inſtant. N 


Muſic, or drums, are never to be uſed to inſtruct, or to re- 
r the cadence, or ſtep of any body of men, great, or 
mall. | : 


At all times, when the battalion is formed in line, and at 
cloſe order, one officer, covered by a ſerjeant in the rear rank, 
is to be on the right of the front rank of each company or 

latoon ; and one officer on the left flank of the battalion. 
he two colours are to be in the front rank, betwixt the 4th 
and 5th battalion companies, each covered in the rear rank by 
a non-commiſſioned officer, or ſteady man; a file of ſerjeants 


are to be poſted betwixt the colours, one in the front rank, 


one in the rear rank, and one in the fourth or ſupernumerary 


tank; theſe three ſerjeants, moving out fix paces to the front, 


when the battalion is to march in line, and forming there in a 
rank entire, are to conduct the battalion, under the direction of 
the commanding officer in the rear: the place occupied by the 
ſerjeants between the colours, is to be filled up by an officer, who 
will move up for that purpoſe from the rear. All the other 
officers, and ſerjeants of companies, are to form a fourth rank, 
at three paces diſtance from the rear rank of tne battalion. 


The marching, halt:ng, and (wee attentions, of a battalion, 
e governed by its own center. 

Its marching in line is always to be at the ordinary ſtep, and 
| with 
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with carried arms ;—Arms may be, allowed to be /upported, 


when the battalion is halted, or when moving in. column. 
Sloping of arms is to be entirely laid afide, except on a long 


march, when the regular ſtep is ſuffered to be diſcontinued, 


and bayonets have been unfixed. 


At the review of a regiment of foot, the colonel, or field 
officer commanding it, is to receive the reviewing general, at 
the firſt general ſalute, on foot; on all other occaſions, field of- 
ficers in general, are to be on horſeback. 


In marching paſt the reviewing general, the colonel is to be 
at the head of the grenadier company, with the major a little 


- behind him, on his left. The lieutenant colonel is to be in 
the rear; but in the abſence of the colonel, the lieutenant co- © / 


lonel will, of courſe, ſupply his place. | 
In marching in column, with open ranks, great care muſt 


be taken to preſerve the proper intervals conſtantly between 


the diviſions, reckoning from front rank to front rank of 
each. 


The chief attention required from the ſoldier, when in the 
ranks, and under arms, is his keeping his ſhoulders and body 
conſtantly ſquare ; his head to To | Sa and his eyes only 
glanced to the point of dreſſing. When the battalion is halted 
and an accurate dreſſing is ordered, his head may be a little 
turned, during that operation only, ſo as juſt to diſtinguiſh 
the lower part of the face of the ſecond man from himſelf, and 
no more. 


Officers of 2 light infantry, and fuſileers, are, in | 


future, to make uſe of their ſwords, inſtead of fuſils; and 
the ſerjeants of grenadiers, and fufileers, to carry pikes : but 


| 2 light infantry ſerjeants are to keep their fuſils, as at pre- 
ent. 


When a general officer is to inſpect, or review a regiment, 
he will firſt preſent himſelf before its center, and be there re- 
ceived with a general ſalute; the men preſenting arms, and 
the officers ſaluting with their ſwords. The men having 
ſhouldered their arms, and the officers recovered their ſwords, 


after the ſalute, the whole will ſtand perfectly ſteady, without 
paying the general any further compliment, while be paſſes 


along the front of the battalion j and without facing, as for- 
merly, when he goes along the flanks and rear. £\. © 


The colours are only to ſalute ſuch general officers as are 


intitled 
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intitled from their rank, and in conformity to the King's re- 
gulations, to that honor. 

His Majeſty is to be received in future by all regiments in the 
ſame manner; it being his royal pleaſure to diſpenſe with any 
other attention from his troops, when drawn up in line, than 

the general ſalute here directed. . 


STANDING AT EASE. 


Stand at ON the words Stand at Eaſe, the right foot is to 
Eaſe. be drawn back about fix inches, and the . greateft 
part of the weight of the body brought upon it ; 
the left knee a little bent ; the hands brought toge- 
ther before the body; but the ſhoulders to be kept 
back, and ſquare; the head to the front, and the 
whole attitude without conſtraint. 3 
Attention. On the word Attention, the hands are to fall 
ſmartly down the outſide of the thighs; the right 
| heel to be brought up in a line with the left; and 
the proper unconſtrained poſition of a ſoldier im- 
$5 mediately reſumed, | 
When ſtanding at eaſe for any confiderable time 
in cold weather, the'men mey be permitted, by 
command, to move their limbs; but without quit- 
ting their ground, ſo that upon the word Attention, 
6 one ſhall have materially loſt his drefling in the 
ine. | 
| Tax FacinGs. 


In going through the facings, the leſt heel never 
quits the pound the body muſt rather incline for- 


ward, and the knees be kept ſtraight. 
= | 1ſt, Place the hollow of the right foot ſmaxt- 
TotheRigh — Ae the left heel, keeping the ſhoulders 
ug F ſquare to the front. 2 
— 2d. Raiſe the toes, and turn to the right on 
2 ) both heels. — 
8 0 * * * right heel againſt the hollow of 
the left foot, keeping the ſhoulders ſquare to 
= mn Left the front. 2 458 | | 0 
98 3 2d. Raiſe the toes, and turn to the left on 
2 J both heels, 
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' 1ſt. Place the ball of the right toe againſt] 
the left heel, keeping the ſhoulders ſquare to 
the front. Dog 

2d. Raiſe the toes, and turn to the right 
about on both heels. 50 nd 

3d. Bring the right foot ſmartly back in a 
line with the left. | | 
1ſt, Place the right heel againſt the ball of.} _ 
the left foot, keeping the ſhoulders ſquare to | £ 
the front. | 


24. Raiſe the toes, and turn to the left about += To the Left 
on both ſides. 3 about Face, 


za. Bring up the right foot ſmartly in a line | = 15 


with the left. TE 


The greateſt preciſion muſt be obſerved in theſe 
facings, for if they are not exactly executed, a bo- 


dy of men, after being properly dreſſed, will loſe 
their dreſſing on every ſmall movement of facing, 


File Marching. | is 


The ſoldiers muſt firſt face, and then be in- To 7 
ſtructed to cover each other exactly in file, ſo that Face. 
the head of the man immediately before, may con- 
ceal the heads of all the others in his front. The 
ſtricteſt obſervance of all the rules for marching is 
particularly neceſſary in marching by files, which 
is firſt to be taught at the ordinary time, and after- 
wards in quick time. h 


/ 


On the word March, the whole are immediately March. 
to ſtep off together, gaining at the very firſt ſtep 
thirty inches, and ſo continuing each ſtep without 
encreaſing the diſtance between each ſoldier, every 
man locking or placing his advanced foot on the 
ground, before the ſpot from whence his preceding 
man had taken up his—no looking down, or leaning 
backward is to be ſuffered, on any pretence what- 
ever the leader is to be directed to march ſtraight 
forward to ſome diſtant object given for that pur- 
poſe, and the ſoldiers made to cover one another 
during the march, with the moſt ſcrupulous exat- 
neſs ; great attention muſt be paid to prevent them 
from marching with their knees bent, which they 


will 
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will be very apt to do at. firſt, from an apprehen- 


ſion of treading upon the heels of thoſe before 
them, 


Wheeling of a Single Rank in Ordinary Time, 
7 from the Halt. 5 


At the words To the Right wheel, the man on the 


right of the rank faces to the right; on the word 


arch, they ſtep off together, the whole turning 
their eyes to the left, (the wheeling flank) except 
the man on the left of the rank, who looks in- 
wards; and, during the wheel, becomes a kind of 


| baſe line, for the others to conform to, and main- 


tain the uniformity in front. The outward wheel- 


ing man always lengthens his ſtep to thirty-three 
inches—the whole obſerve the ſame time, but each 


man ſhortening. his ſtep in proportion as he is nearer 


ö 


to the ſtanding flank on which the wheel is made— - 


during the wheel, the whole remain cloſed to the 
ſtanding flank ; that is, they touch, without incom- 
moding their neighbour ; nor muſt they ſtoop for- 
ward, but remain upright, opening out from the 
ſtanding flank is to be avoided; cloſing in upor it, 


Hal, Dre/5, during the wheel, is to be reſiſted. On the word Halt 


Dreſs, each man halts immediately, without jumping 
forward, or making any falſe movements. 


When the men are able to perform the wheel 
with accuracy in the ordinary time, they muſt be 


practiſed in wheeling in gquickeft time. 
Nothing will tend ſooner to enable the ſoldiers 
to acquire the proper length of ſtep, according to 


his diſtance from the 2 than continuing the 
wheel without halting for ſeveral revolutions of the 


circle, | 
Wheeling. of a Single Rank, from the March. 


The ſoldiers are firſt to be taught to perform 
this wheeling at the ordinary time. "ws afterwards in 


the quickeſt, or proper wheeling time; the rank, 


| marching to the front at the ordinary time, receives 


the 
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the word of command, Right, Wheel, the, man on Right 


the right of the rank inſtantly halts, and faces to his Wheel, | 
right ; the reſt of the rank turning their eyes to the 0-7 4; 
wheeling flank (as directed in the preceding ſection) 
immediately change the ſtep together to wheeling 
time; as ſoon as the portion-of the circle to be 


wheeled is completed, the words Halt, Dreſs, will be Halt, Dreſs. 
given, (a pauſe of two or three ſeconds may be 

made) and then, Mara, on which the whole rank Marck. 
Reps off together at the ordinary time. yt nd ts 


| Wheeling backwards, a Single Rank, 


At the word On your Right backwards, Wheel, On the right * 
the man on the right of the rank faces to his left; backwards + 
at the word March, the whole ſtep backward in wheel. 
wheeling time, drefling by the outward wheeling March. 
man, thoſe neareſt the pivot-man making their ſteps 
extremely ſmall, and thoſe towards the wheeling- 
man encreaſing them as they are placed nearer to 
him. The ſoldier in this wheel muſt not be bent 
forward, nor be ſuffered to look down; but by 
caſting his eyes to the wheeling flank, preſerve the 
drefling of the rank. On the word Halt, the whole Hall. 
remain perfectly ſteady, ſtill looking to the wheel- 
ing flank till they receive the words Right, Dreſs. RightDrefs. 


The foldiers ſhould be firſt practiſed to wheel 
backwards at the ordinary ſtep; and at all times it 
will be neceſſary to prevent them from ar the 

pace; an error ſoldiers are very liable to fall into, 
articularly in wheelingſ backwards; where large 
bodies wheel from line into column, this wheeling 
is neceſſary to preſerve the covering of pivot flanks, 
and the diſtances of the diviſions which the line 
has broken into. : | 


Formation of the Battalion. 


A perfect uniformity in the formation and ar- 

rangement of all companies and battalions, is indiſ- 

penſible for the execution of juſt, and combined 
movements. 

2 The 
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Strength of 


e I x Grenadier.  / 
the battali- The battalion is ten companies. >8 Battalion. 
on. | 1 Light. 


13 Officers. 
2 Serjeants. 
£3 Corporals. 
1 Drummer. 
2 | 2 zo Privates. 
Formation When the companies join and the battalion is 
of the bat- formed, there is to be no interval between any of 
talion. them, grenadier, light company, or other; but 
every. part of the front of the battalion ſhould be 
_ equally ſtrong. - 
Each company which makes a part of the ſame 
line, and is to act in it, muſt be formed and ar- 
ranged in the ſame manner. : | 


Pofitionof The companies will draw up as follows, from 
the com- right to left :—grenadiers ;—1ſt captain and major; 
panies in —4th and 5b captain ;—3d and 6th captain ;—2d 
battalion. captain and lieutenant -colonel ;—light company. 

| The colonels company takes place according to the 


Each company conſiſts at pre- 
ſent of 


rank of its captain. The four eldeſt captains are 


on the right of the grand diviſions. Officers com- 
| manding companies or platoons, are all on the right 
of the front rank of their reſpective ones. 


Diviſions. The N battalion companies will compoſe 
four grand diviſions z—eight companies, or pla- 
toons ;—ſixteen ſubdiviſions;—thirty-two ſections, 
when ſufficiently ſtrong to be ſo divided, otherwiſe 
twenty-four, for the purpoſes of march. The bat- 
talion is alſo divided- into right and left wings. 
When the battalion is on a war eſtabliſhment, each 
company will be divided into two platoons. When 
the ten companies are with the battalion, they may 
then, for the purpoſes of firing, or deploying, be 
divided into five grand diviſions from right to left. 


The battalion companies will be numbered from 
the right to the left, 1, a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. The 
ſubdiviſions will be numbered 1, 2, of each; the 
the ſections will be numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, of each; 
the files of companies will alſo be numbered 1, 2, 


35 % &c. 


* 
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35 4, &c. The grenadier and light companies will 
be numbered ſeparately in the fame manner, and 
with the addition of thoſe diſtinctions. The ſeve- 
ral appellations will be preſerved, whether faced to 
front or rear. e ? EN, 
The companies muſt be equalized in point of Companies. 
numbers, at all times when the battalion is formed equalized. 
for field movement, and could the battalions of a 
line alſo be equalized, the greateſt advantages would | 
ariſe; but though from the different ſtrengths of 
battalions this cannot take place, yet the firſt requi- 
fite muſt, and is indiſpenſa ble. 
Ranks are at the diſtance of one pace, except the. Formation 
fourth or ſupernumerary rank, which has, three of the bat - 
paces. l e | i, $44. * alin. ot 
All the field officers and the adjutant are mount- cloſe order 
ed. . : a "i 14 TSF 
The commanding officer is the only, officer 
advanced in front, for the general purpoſe of ex- 
ercife when the battalion is fingle; but in the march 
in line, and in the firings, he is in the rear of the 
colours. | 


The lieutenant colonel is behind the colours, ſix 
paces from the rear rank. 


The major and adjutant are fix paces in the rear 
of the third and fixth companies, 


One officer is on the right of the front rank of 
each company or platoon, and one on the left of the 
battalion : all theſe are covered in the rear rank by 
their reſpective ſerjeants; and the remaining officers. . 
and ſerjeants are in a fourth rank behind their 
companies. It is- to be obſerved that there are 
no coverers in the center rank to the officers or 
colours. | We 2 


The colours are placed between the fourth and 
fifth battalion companies, both in the front rank, 
and each covered by a non-commiſhoned officer, 
or ſteady man in the rear rank. One ſerjeant is in 
the front rank betwixt the colours; he is covered 
by a ſecond ſerjeant in the rear rank, and by a 
third in the ſupernumeraryrank. The ſole 2 


- 


"ge 
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of theſe three ſerjeants is, when the battalion moves 
in line, to advance and direct the march as hereaf- 
ter mentioned. The place of the firſt of thoſe ſer- 
jeants, when they do move out, is preſerved by a 
named officer or ſerjeant, who moves up from the 


ſupernumerary rank for that purpoſe. 
Uſe of the The fourth rank is at three paces diſtance when 


fourth, or halted, or marching in line. When marching in 
ſupernu- column, it muſt cloſe up to the diſtance of the other 


merary 
rank. 


Officers. 


ranks.—The eſſential uſe of the fourth rank is to 
keep the others cloſed, up to the front during the 


attack, and to prevent any break beginning in the 
rear; on this important ſervice, too many officers, 


and non-commiſſioued officers cannot be employed. 


The. pioneers are aſſembled behind the center, 
formed two deep, and nine paces from the third 
rank. 3 
The drummers of the eight battalion companies 
are aſſembled in two diviſions, fix paces behind 
the third rank of their ſecond and ſeventh compa- 
nies.— The grenadier light company drummers and 


fifers, are ſix paces behind their reſpective com- 
panies. 


The muſic are three paces behind the pioneers 
in a ſingle rank, and at all times, 2s well as the 
drummers and pioneers, are formed at looſe files 


only, occupying no more ſpace than is neceſſary. 


The ſtaff of chaplain, ſurgeon, quarter maſter, 


and ſurgeon's mate, are three paces behind the 
muſic. | 


In general, officers remain -poſted with their 
proper companies; but commanding officers will 


occaſionally make ſuch changes as they may find 
neceſſary. 


E | Replacing Whenever the officers move out of the front 


ſerjeants. rank, in parade, marching in column, wheeling - 


into line, or otherwiſe, their places are taken b 
their ſerjeant coverers, and preſerved until the offs 
cers again reſume them, | 
When the line is halted, and eſpecially during 
the 


-_ 
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the firings when engaged ; ; the ſerjeant coverers 
fall back into the fourth rank, and obſerve n 


a 


en the Battalion takes Open Order. Commands 


AT this command — the flank men on the right Rear rank 
of the rear ranks of each company are, e back tate Open 
to mark the ground on which each ran reſpectively Order. 
is to halt. They face to the right, and cover as 
pivots, being regulated and dreſſed by the adjutant 
or ſerjeant-major on the right, Every other _ 
vidual remains ready to move. | 


At this command—the flank dreſſed face to 1 Marcell 
front, and the whole moves as follows: 


The rear rank falls back one and two paces, each 
dreſſing by the right the ayer it arrkves on the 
We | 


The officers in the front WT as alſo W a. 
lours, move out three paces—thoſe in the rear, 
together with the muſic, move through the inter. 
vals left open by the front rank officers, and divide 
themſelves, viz. the captains covering the ſecond 
file from the right, the lieutenants the ſecond file 
from the left; and the enſigns oppoſite the center 
of their refpective companies. 


The muſic form between the colours and the 
front rank. 


The ſerjeant coverers move up to the front rank, 
to preſerve the intervals left by the officers. 


The pioneers fall back to fix paces diſtance be- 
hind the center of the rear rank. | 

The drummers take the ſame diſtance behind 
their diviſions. | 

The major moves to the right of the line of off | 
cers,— The adjutant to the left of the front rank. 


The ſtaff place themſelves on the right of the its 
front rank of grenadiers, viz. chaplain, ſurgeon, 
quarter-maiter, mate. 


The leutenant-colone], and the colonel ' (dif- 


mounted, | 


16 
mounted), advance before the colours, two and 


Dr pace... ts 

The whole being arrived at their ſeveral poſts— 
Halt—Dreſs to the Right—and the battalion re- 
mains formed in parade, in the order in which 
they would reeeive a ſuperior officer. P f 


When the battalion is reviewed fingly, then in 
order to make more ſhow— the Griben of drum- 
mers may be moved-up, and formed into two deep, 
and. formed two deep on each flank of the line 
the pioneers may form on the right of the drum-, 

maers of the right and the ſtaff may form on the 
light of the whole. rwe 
Commands len ile Battalion reſumes. Cloſe Order. 
Rem ranks THE lientenant-colonels, officers, colours, ſtaff, 
tale Cloſe muſic, face to the right. | 
Order. The drummers and pioneers (if on the flanks) 
face to the center. 3 f 
. _ ſerjeants (if in the front rank) face to the 
right. 7 | 
The rear ranks cloſe within one pace, moving up 
one and two paces, and then halting, ; 
: ' The muſic marches through the center interval. 


March. The ſerjeants, drummers, pioneers, &c. &c. re- 
ſume their places, each as in the original formation 
of the battalion in cloſe order. | 


The officers. move through and into their reſpect- 
ive intervals, and each individual arrives at, and 


places himſelf properly at his poſt in cloſe order. 


Poſting of On particular occaſions, and when neceſſary, 
officers. officers commanding platoons, who in line are on 
| the right of their platoons, ſhift to the left to con- 
duct the heads of files, or the pivot flanks of 

their diviſions in column or echelon, 


Colours. When the | battalion wheels by. companies or 
ſub- diviſions to either flank into column; both 
colours and the file of directing ſerjeants always 
wheel to the proper front, and place themſelves 
dehind the third file from the new pivot. 


Ther e 
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There is no feparate colour reſerve; the'pio-Colaur re- 
neers, mulic, &c. ſufficiently ſtrengthen the center; ſerve. 
dut in the firings, the two files on each ſide of the | 
colours may be ordered to reſerve their fire. 1 
The conſtant order of the light company whenLight com- 
formed in line, and united with the battalion, is at pany, © 
the ſame cloſe files as the battalion. Their extend- 3 
ed orders is an occaſional exception. | 
When the light company is detached, and the Grenadiert 
grenadier company re it will be undivided ; 
on one flank of its battalion whenever there are 
ſeveral battalions in line: but when the battalion is 
ſingle, it is permitted to be occaſionally divided on 
each flank. | 
When the grenadier or light company are de- 
tached, and make no part of the line, they may be 
formed tyo deep, if it is found proper. A 
With a very few obvious alterations, theſe gene- 
ral rules take place when a company or battalion 
is permitted or ordered to. form in two ranks on] 
—and which on the preſent low eſtabliſhment of 
our battalions, may often be done for the purpoſes 
of the exerciſe and movement on a more confidera- 
ble front: It is alſo evident that they generally ap- 
ply whether the companies are ſtrong or weak, 
and whether a greater or leſſer number of them 
compole the battalion. 


QrFicERs. 5 


Every officer muſt be inſtructed in each individual circum- 
ſtance required of a ſoldier; alſo in the exerciſe of the ſword; 
and accuſtomed to give words of command, with that energy | 
and preciſion, which is ſo eſſential, Every officer, on firſt | 
joining a ven is to be examined by the commanding offi- 
cer; and, if he is found imperfe& in the knowledge of the 
movements required from a ſoldier, he muſt be ordered to be | 
exerciſed, that he may learn their juſt execution. Till he is | 
maſter of theſe points, and capable of inſtructing the men 
under his command, he is not to be permitted to take the 
command of a platoon in the battalion. | 


Squads of officers muſt be formed, and exerciſed by a field- 
officer; they muſt be marched in all directions, to the front, 
oblique, and to the flank; they muſt be marched in-Ime; at 
platoon diſtance, and preſerve their drefling and line from an 
| » | advanced 
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adyanced center; they muſt be placed in file at platoon diſ- 
tance, and march as in open column; they muſt change direc- 
tion, as in file, and cover anew. in column. In theſe, and, 
other ſimilar movements, the pace and the diſtances are the 
babies ta he maintained, From the number of files in 

ivihon, they muſt learn accurately to judge the ground ne- 
ceſlary for each, and to extend that knowledge to the front of 
greater bodies. They muſt acquire the habit of readily aſcer- 
taining, by the eye, perpendiculars of march, and the ſquare- 
neſs of the wheel. | 

An officer. muſt not only know the poſt, which he ſhould 
occupy, in all, changes. of ſituation, the commands which 
he ſhould give, and the general intention of the required 
movement; but he ſhould be maſter of the principles, on which 
each is made; and of the faults that may be committed, in or- 
der to avoid them himſelf, and to inſtruct others. —Theſe. 
3 are in themſelves ſo ſimple, that moderate reflection, 

abit, and attention, will ſoon ſhew them to the eye, and fix 
them in the mind; and individuals, from time to time, when 
qualified, muſt, be ordered to exerciſe the battalion, or its 

rts. SIP 8 

Feb. complete inſtruction of an officer enlarges with his 
ſituation, and at laſt takes in the whole circle of military ſci- 
ence: From the variety of knowledge required of him, his, 
exertion muſt be unremitting, every one ſtriving to make him- 
ſelf maſter of his own part. 

Beſides the inſtruction peculiar to the under officers, they 
ſhould be exerciſed in the ſame manner as the officers are, as 
they are frequently called on to take the command of a platoon 
in the. battalion. to replace them: The neceſlity alſo of order, 
ſteadineſs, ſilence, and of executing every thing deliberately, 
and without hurry, ſhould be ſtrongly. inculcated in the infan- 
try ſoldier. 

Method of per for ming 


The Eighteen Mancuvres practiſed at a Review. 
I. Cloſe Column in the Rear of the Right Company. 


TRE commanding, officer. gives the caution. that the, battalion 
awill form cloſe column in the near of the right company; that company 
ſtands. faſt, remaining companies to, the right face, on which the 
heads of compayics iſengage themſelves by moving a few ſteps, 
to the right, When they face. The officers commanding er | 
is mort ea bis e 10501 ont i ba 97 panies. 
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panies with their covering ſerjeants, poſt thernfelves at the 
head of files, and on the word guick march, they lead till they 
come near the company to be formed on, When the ſerjeants 
move forward to mark the ſituation of their companies in the 
perpendicular of the front of the column. The officers fall 
out, and allow the companies to paſs the ſerjeant, and as loon-as 
the left hand files are in with the ſerjeants, each officer halts, 
fronts and drefſes his company (1). Care muſt be taken to pre- 
ſerve one pace between the rear rank of the preceding company 
and the front of the ſucceeding one. The left being the pivot 
flank of companies, the officers poſt themſelves on it, covering 
exily thoſe in fronts) nd) n AY FH 
The column is then ordered to form column of grand diviſions ; 
li companies left face, quick march. The officers commanding . 
theſe companies ſtep aſide to obſerve when the rear files are 
Clear of the ſtanding companies, and when they are, they Bali, 
From, and dre/s their own, after which they order them to 
march, "halt, and dreſs with thoſe on their right. The officers 
commanding the right companies are on the right; and thoſe 
of the left companies on the left of grand diviſions. 


The commanding officer cautions the column that it is to 
take cloſe order, and on the word march, each grand diviſion is 
halted and dreſſed when within one pace of the preceding one, 
dy the officer on the right. roVuib 
The column is then ordered to tate ground to the right, und on 
the march deploy on the rear grand diviſion. Column right face, quick 
march. It marches 20 or zo paces. Rear grand diviſion, halt, 
front. A ſetjeant of this diviſion ſteps out to the left flank of the 
front diviſion, where he remains to mark the fituation where 
the rear grand diviſion is to be marched up to. The command- 
ing officer halts and fronts all grand diviſions when clear of each 
other, taking care that no interval is between them. The effi- 
cers on the right of grand diviſions give the word of command 

for each to march, and thoſe on the left halt and dreſs them by 
the camp colours on the right flank. The former aſſiſt in the 
drefling, and when finiſhed the latter ſhift to the right of their 
reſpective companie:. The rear grand diviſion being the ſtan- 
ding one, the others are marched up and dreſſed by n Ch 
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(.) In ſome regiments the ſerjeants do not move out to mark the ground, bu 
the officers halt their companies when they arrive on it. | 
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II: Cloſe Column in front of the Left Company. 


This is done in a ſimilar manner with the preceding. The 
companies are faced to the left, and formed into column, Merirard 
” cloſe column - of grand diviſions, and then ordered 70 take ground to 
ie left, and on the march deploy on the front grand divifien, which the 
commanding officer halts and fronts. The rear ones, when diſen- 
gaged from thoſe in their front, are halted and fronted by him, 
"and marched into line by the officers on the left flank, but halted 
and drefſed by thoſe on the right. The former then ſhift to the 
right of their companies. 


III. Cloſe Column on a Central Company fating to the Rear. 


A caution being given that te battalion is to form column on the 
- right center company facing to the rear, that company is ordered te 
face to the right and counter-march to the right in quick time, it is 
- halted and fronted by its own officer, * The'remaining companies 
are then faced outwards and counter-marched to the left, ſo as to 
form cloſe column, each being halted and fronted by its reſpec- 
tive officer, who then moves to the right flank which becomes 
the pivot. an $I 
The column is then faced to the left, and the left companies or- 
dered to lead out in quick time, the whole is then counter-marched 
to the left and halted, fronted, and dreſſed, „by an officer of each 
diviſion. 1 | 
The column 1s then ordered to deploy on the right center compa- 
, which ſtands faſt, and others receive the words of com- 
mand outward face, quick march, and as ſoon as thoſe in the 
front and rear of it are clear, the officer commanding that com- 
- pany gives the word march, and halts and dreſſes it on his co- 
vering ſerjeant, who had previouſly ſtepped out in front of the 
column to mark the new point of formation for the line, he then 
ſhifts to the right of his company. The other companies 
are halted and fronted when clear of each other, and marched, 


halted, and dreſſed in line by their own officers, who move to 
the right flank of each. | 


IV. Change of Poſition in open Column. 

The words of command, companies on your left backward 
wheel, being given by the commagding officer, the officers of 
- companies out in the front of the center of each, and 
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the left hand men face to the right, as they are the pivots on 
which the wheels are made; as ſoon as quick march is given, 
the companies ſtep back, and are halted and dreſſed in open 
column, by their officers, who moved for that purpoſe to the 
left, or pivot flank. a 8 
The columm is ordered to move forward and on the march take 
a new aligument. The ad jutant places two camp colours in an 
oblique direction to the left, the neareſt is the one. where the 
leading company takes the new direction, the officer of which 
and the ſucceeding ones give the word right fhonlders. forward, 
which brings them into the new. alignment by an half wheel: 
On three or four companies having wheeled into it, the column 
is halted, and the remaining companies ordered to face to the right | 
and march, till the left hand files of each are in a line with' . 
thoſe of the leading companies, they are then halted and fronted 
by the commanding officer, the officers of each. taking care 
that the -pivots cover and the ranks dreſs. A ſerjeant from 
every rear company ſometimes steps out to mark the new 
alignment, but it is better done without them. | 


The column is then ordered 20 the left wheel, and form line. 
Each company is halted and dreſſed by its own officer, by the 
camp colours on the left of the battalion. P47 


V. Wings thrown back. Nig 


In order to throw the wings back, the commanding officer 
gives the following cautions and words of command: he left 
company will on its left backward wheel four paces, and the re- 
maining companies go to the right about and wheel two paces to the 
right. The covering ſerjeant of the left company falls out and 
meaſures the given number of paces. Left company four paces 
on the left backward wheel, quick march. As ſoon as the com- 
_ pany reaches the ſerjeant, he halts it, and the officer dreſſes it. 
| Remaining companies right about face. By companies tauo paces to 
the right wheel; the covering {erjeants mark the diſtance, and 


on quick march, the companies wheel and are halted and dreſſed 
by their officers. 


The remaining companies are then marched in echellon, 
with their rear ranks in front. On the ſecond company reach- 
ing the ſtanding one, it is halted and g onted, the officer havin 
previouſly ſtepped forward three files within the latter, an 
dreſſing back his own by the camp colours on the right flank 
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of the new line, after which he moves to The right. While 
Areſling, the men turn their eyes to the officer on the left. 
118 Berof the other companies form theirs in the ſame 


n 
The o 
7 | 
VI. Counter-march and change of poſition. 


The batralian, being ordered to wheel back into open column, 
18 mou in front, the companies receive the caution to counter- 
march by files. Right face is then given, on which the officers 
commanding companies quit the pivot flank, and place them- 
ſelves on the right of each. The covering ſerjeants take the 
Places quitted by the officers. At the word march, the officers 
wheel ſhort round to the right, and are followed by the men, 
_ Ul the pivpt front rank men are cloſe to the covering ſerjeants 
who had remained to mark the fituation of each company.— 
The officers halt, front and dreſs their companies, and then take 
Poſt on the right flank which is the pivot. The column now 
fands facing to its former rear, with the left in front. 

The column is marched forward zo or 40 paces, and cloſed 
up on the head diviſion, in order to form the ſolid ſquare, — 
Our being 4alted, the commanding officer gives the caution 
Form the ſquare, on which the companies in the front half of 

the columns take one pace forward, the front company after- 

_ wards fall back one pace to the next company, and the two 
rear companies cloſe up one and two paces to the company in 
front of them. An interval of two paces is likewiſe taken in 
the center of each company by the ſubdiviſions moving to 
their right and left flanks. Two officers with their covering 
ſerjeants place themſelves in the front and rear intervals, and 
the ſame number in each of the flank intervals. A ſerjeant is 
placed at each angle of the front and rear diviſions. The re- 
maining officers, | «boa muſic, pioneers, &c. afſemble be- 
hind the companies which are to form the flank face. 


At the word of command outward face, the two rear com- 
panies come to the right about, and four files on the flanks of 
all the center companies (if of 12 files each) face outward, 
dreſſing with each rank of the front and rear faces. The fifta 
fle with the front rank man of the fixth file of all the center 
companies, on the words gzick march, move up to the right 
and left, to fill the flanks of the intervals of their own and 
the diviſion before them. The remaining men are formed 5 

| . ; the 


i 


23 


the rear of their reſpective companies, ſo that the- ſquare is 
at leaſt four deep in all its faces. The officers poſted in the 
intervals command the four faces. The field offtcers-and'ad- 
jutants paſs by the rear face into the center of the ſquare, 


where the colours, ſupernumerary officers, muſic, &c.. are 
aſſembled, 10 F | 


On the ſquare being ordered to prepare for (#6 
rank all round kneels, with arms floping outwar 


The officers in each face ſtep back tothe third rank to allow 
their covecing ſerjeants to kneel and ſlope their pikes in front. 
The commanding officer then gives the words of command. 
commence independent firing, on which the ſecond and third ranks | 
fire by files from the right of each face, as quick as they can, 
the remaining rear ranks form a reſerve, The kneeling rank 
is ordered to fire and immediately riſe with recovered arms 
and prime.and load ſtanding. The ſerjeants fall back behind. 
the officers who come to the-front. | 5 

When the /quare is ordered to be reduced, the files that faced- 
outward come to their proper front, thoſe in the interval face 
about, and the men in the rear of their reſpective companies 
move into their original places. 5 


At the words guick march the front company takes one pace 
forward, and the two rear companies one and two paces for- 
ward, and then face about, the intervals in the center are cloſ- 
ed up, and the officers, colours, ſerjeants, muſic, &c. move to 
their proper places. / 

The column in cloſe order is.then marched forward and or- 
dered to open from the rear. The rear company is Aalted, 
and as ſoon as the one before it has reached the proper wheel- 
ing diſtance, it is halted by the officer of the firſt or ſtanding, 
company, the third company by the ſecond officer, and ſo on 
in ſucceſſion till the column is opened out. 


The commanding officer 4alts the column, and orders it 
to change its front by the countermarch of companies from the rear 10 
the front in ordinary time. The diviſions are ſucceſſively faced 
to the right, and marched in quick time, and when clear of each 
other, the officers commanding halt, front, and march them in 
ordinary time, till the column is entirely counter-marched.. 


The column moves on, and after being altea, it is ordered 
to wheel to the yight. and form line. © 1 VIL 


- 
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VII. Counter-march by Files on the center of the Battalion. 


The intention of this manœuvre is to bring the battalion | 
back to its original poſition. | 

The commanding officer gives the caution that the battalion 
wil] counter-march from and on it; center by files, The wings are 
then faced inwards, and a ſerjeant of each remains fronted to 
mark the flanks. Previous to the word march, the front files 
take three ſteps to the right, that the wings may be diſengaged 
from each other, after which its whole on each file wheel up 
into the center ſucceſſively. As each company has com- 


pleted the counter march, it is fronted and dreſſed by its offi- 
cer. 


VIII. March in Open Column 


The battalion is cautioned to form open column in rear of the 
left company, which ſtands faſt, the remaining companies are 
wheeled on their right backward, and afterwards faced to the lefi; 
when ordered to march in. quick time, they are led by their of- 
ficers, who halt and front them when. a perpendicular line 
(which the covering ſerjeants had marked) with the ſtanding 
company. As ſoon as the third company has taken its place in 
the column, the head of it moves on in ordinary time, and 


the remaining companies follow, ' preſerving the proper 
wheeling diſtance be tween each. 


The column is ordered to form ſubdiviſions, which is done 
by the rear ones obliqueing to the right, the officer of each 
company leads the firſt ſubdiviſion, and the covering ſerjeant 
the ſecond. On the commanding officer giving the words. of 
command, form divifions, the front ſubdiviſions oblique to the 

right and gain but little ground, till the left after clearing the 
lef flank of the right, move up and dreſs with or by them, 
The officers return to the right flank which is the pivot. 


The column is'halted, pivots corrected and ordered to wheel 
Yo the right and furm line. | 


IX. Eſchellon Change of Poſition. 


The battalion is ordered to wheel on the right backward into. 

column, the left in front. * ele l 

As an oblique alignment is wanted, the right center com- 

pany is wheeled backward four paces, and the remaining compæ- 
niet 


” 
7 Ar pacet, which throws the wh in echellon. The lead- 


ing or left companies are faced to the right about, and marched 
ile oe form tne on the rents contre company, which remains 


*s 


halted for that purpole The leading companies only are 
fronted, the rig t wing is already in its proper front. 
In marching, in echellon the officers are on the inward 
. flanks of their companies, but ſhift to the right as ſoon as they 
have kelred and dreſſe them. 90 | . 


X. A neu Line taken up by the Echellon Movement. 


This brings the battalion again to its proper front, anc is 
done by the left companies wheeling to the left four paces, a 
the remaining companies two paces, after which the line is fe rm- 
ed by the echellon march on the left company. pas 


XI. Change of Poſition. 


The bartalion is ordered to Face to the right, and marched in 
file 50 or 60 paces in ordinary time. On the words of com- 
mand form open column of companies on the march, the files mak- 
ing an half face, march up quickly to the left of their leading 
men, who ftill preserve the ſame ſtep as before. Qa the co- 
lumn being formed, the officers. move to the left flank which 
is the pivot. The whole is then khelted, pivots corrected, as 
wheeled to the left into line, except the light company which 
ices to the right moves in file, and forms in the rear of the 
colours. | 


XII. [TITER Line. 


The battalion is cautioned to retire, the commanding officer 
orders it to the right about, marches it in ordinary dime, go or 69 
ces, then halts and fronts it. He then gives the caution to 
fire twice by companies from center t flanks. On the preparative, 
the officers ſtep out two paces in front of the right companies, 
and on the drum finiſhing, the fire commences; when the ge- 
neral is beat, they fall ack into the front rank. 


The battalion is then cautioned to retire by alternate companies. 
The right companies are ordered to the right about, and marched 
in ordinary time, about 50 paces, when they are halted and 
Fronted by him. In mardhing, theſę companies dreſs by the 
King's colour, which marches-with them. A ſerjeant is ad- 
vanced fiy paces in front to lead the march. The ie c. 
| 7 — 
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niet are then faced about, marched 50 paces, halted and front cd 
in the ſame manner. The left companies dreſſes by the Re- 
gimental colour, and a ſerjeant advanced in front leads them. 


The companies may fire previous to their retreating. If 
drawn up in three ranks, the two front ranks fire ſtanding, 
and the rear rank remains ſliouldered as a reſerve. After 
firing they /houlder arms, and prime and load after they retire. 


On having fired and retreated 250 paces, or to ſuch a diſ- 
tance as may be thought neceſſary, the 7 compani et are order - 
ed to dreſs by the others, and forni line on the right companies. 


The light company is divided into four ſections, taking poſt 
in the intervals of the firſt line, fire by files while the companies 
retreat, and then take poſt with the ſecond line in the ſame 
manner. 15 FA 8 "+ FORE 

When the line is formed of the whole, the light company 
reſumes its poſt on the left. | | a 

The battalion is cautioned. to retire in line it is faced to the 
right about, marched 50 paces, halted and fronted. _ | 


XIII. March to a Flank in Echellon. 


The battalion is ordered to wheel by companies four paces to 
the right, and advance in ordinary time in echellon. The whole 
moves on 250 paces and is then ordered to wheel back into 
line. . | M 

It then marches forward 80 or 100 paces, halts and fires 
thrice by companies from flanks to center. 


XIV. Hollow Square and its Movements, 


' The ſquare is formed from the companies being thrown 
into echellon. h | | 


The commanding officer gives the caution, that te battalion 
will form hollow ſquare on the two center companies, and the re- 
maining ones will wheel four paces backwards on the right and 
2 1 

They are then faced to the right about, and marched in echellon 
n form the ſquare, the officers halt, front and dreſs their compa- 
nies in the four paces. | 


If the ſquare is compoſed of the eight battalion companies, 
the.grenadier and light companies are a reſerve in the rear, 
ready to act as occaſion may require. 4 
| | ut. 
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* | But ſhould ten companies be employed, the 4th, «Hh, and bh 


companies are ordered to fant faſt, and the remaining companies 
face inwards, diſengaging their heads to the rear. The colours 
d their covering ſerjeants fall back, while the th company 
cloſes. to the left to fill up the vacancy.— On the words quick 
march, the th, Sth, and light companies move to the rear of 
the 6th company, where they remain in open column, as do 
the 3d 2d and iſt behind the th company, and the grenadiers 
place themſelves between the light infantry and the tſt com- 
pany. As ſoon as the three laſt mentioned companies cloſe 
up to the Sth and ad companies, and the th, Sth, zd and 
20 wheel outwards the ſquare or oblong is complete. 
Should it be neceſſary to have the front rank of the grena» 
dier, light infantry and iſt companies faced outwards, it is 
mend; counter-marching, otherwiſe the rear rank is in the 
ont. e e's Ene 
The field officer, adjutant, ſupernumerary officers, muſic, 
drummers, &. are within the ſquare; oo 
The ſquare may be marched either by the angles of the 
front face, the right or left faces, or the rear face. + 


if by the 155 angle of the front face, the two ſides that com: 
pole that angle, ſtand faſt, the other two face about, the com- 
manding officer then orders the whole by ſubdivifons to the right 
and left, half wheel, quick march, ſo that they ſtand in echellon 
and parallel to each other, on the ſides, and perpendicular 
to the intended movement. The officers commanding 
companies are on the inward flank of each fubdivi- , 
ſion, the colours behind the leading angle. The following 
words of command are then given, by the left angle of front face, 
march. During the march, the officers muſt take great care 
to preſerve the diſtances, for if not, when the ſquare is order- 
ed to be re-formed, crowding or a break will the conſe- 
quence, On the words, halt, form, ſquare, the ſubdiviſions 
wheel back as they originally were, and the fides that faced 
inward, face outward, | | 7 79 

When the ſquare is marched by the right face, the colours 
move behind that face. The left comes to the right about; 
and the front and rear faces wheel up in ſubdiviſions in o 

columns When marching, the ſubdivifions muſt preſerve 
the proper diſtances, dreſſing by each other on the right and 
left. hen halted and ordered to form ſquare, the ſubdiviſions 
wheel up, and the face which came to the right about reſumes 
its proper front, The 
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The fquare when marched by the rear face, is done in a fimi. 
lar manner to the laſt. _ wi 
When the ſquare is ordered to prepare for firing, the front 
rank all round s with the arms floping outwards. The 
center and the rear ranks fire either by files or companies, 
beginning on the right. When the front rank 'fires, the men 
recover arms, riſe up, and prime and load. 

The fize is then ordered to be formell on the frout face er center 
tompanies. Ihe commanding officer gives the word of com- 
ma rid, fide and reur faces by companies, fix paces to the right antl 
ff wheel, quick march. he officers Alt their company. 

orm line on ile center companies, march. The companies are 
halted and drefjed as uſual by their officers when in line. 
When the line is ordered to form, the light company 
marches quickly, and forms in ſubdiviſions, two deep, 10 or 
15 paces in rear of the center companies. 

XV. Retiring in line and filing to the Rear. 

The 1 battalion receives the caution that it will retire, on 
which the directing Arjeants face about and move 'fix paces 
beyond the rear rank and halt. The battalion is then ordered 
to the rig it about face, and afterwards march, The light com- 
pany moves quickly round by the flanks, and forms in the 
rear of the center, extending ſo as to cover it during the re- 
treat, and following at the diſtance of 50 or 60 paces. After 
the battalion has marched 100 paces, it receives the caution to 
retire by files from the proper right of companies. At the words of 
command paſs companies by, files, the officers commanding them 

turn quickly to the left with their leading file, the reſt follow- 
ing in ſucceſhon., , | bs 


| The heads of companies muſt obſerve the proper diſtance 
from each, and dreſs, ſo that the line may not be broken or 
uneven, when ordered to form. The commanding officer 
orders the whole to halt and front. The battalion now ſtands 
in open column, the right in front. The companies are then 
awheeleg to the left up into linc. & Iv 


* 


Wben the column is ordered to halt, the light company 


. 2 2 1 8 it, and takes poſt 30 paces in che reat 


XVI. Advancing 


* 
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XVI. Advancing in Line, filing and charging to the fot: 
On the caution being given, that the battalion is to advance, 


the light company forms by extended files 30 paces'before the 
center companies, and during the march it preſerves the fame 


diſtance. After the line is marched 30 paces it is dj“ 
The commanding officer gives a caution file from the 

right of companies, and afterwards the words of command paſs 
to the front, the officers face to the right, and paſs to the front, 
the commanding afficer then 4alts and fronts them. The 
companies ſtand in open column, the left in front; after dreſ- 
ſing the pivots, they are awheeled to the right up into line. 
N On the column halting the light company paſſes through 
. and forms ſubdiviſions, in the rear of each flank. 5 La 

The line is cautioned to advance, which it does * 
The left wing of the battalion is ordered to at. The right 
moves on 15, paces,” is then halted, and ordered to mats ready, 
preſent, fire, and prime and load. The let wing is ordered to 
march, and fire in the ſame manner, each wing advancing and 
firing twice. The two front ranks fire ſtanding, and the rear 
rank remains ſhouldered as a reſerve; but if the battalion is 
: formed two deep, both ranks fire ſtanding. ' — 9 n 
The ſabdivifions of the light company move forward with 
their reſpective wings. | | 

The commanding officer generally fires one wing, and ano- 
ther field officer the other. 0 | 

The left wing is ordered to um an the right. The line is then 
-eautioned to advance, it is halted after marching 50 paces, and 
fires a volley, the front rank kneeling. It advances a0 paces, 


fires another volley, pau arms, moves forward 50 paces, and 
al the word Halt, the front rank charges bayonets. | 


3 battalion is ag" ae to boulder arms, ans . 
| uring which the light company moves behind the 
flanks, ſkirmiſh in the front, aſſemble, and fall in on the Jeff 

of the whole. i 


; XVII. Retreat in Line. 7 
The battalion is faced to the right about; and retires about 
100 paces, when the commanding officer halts and fronts it. 


Ane battalion retires by alternate wings, which is done in 
a a fimilar 
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a ſimilar manner to advancing by wings, with this difference, 
Wed that the right wing is halted, and the fen as 


fires firſt. 


Both wings fire twice in retreating. 


, 


Die ine is formed on the right wing, the battalion facer to the. 


right about, retires 100 paces, 4alts and fronts. 


The colours are divided when either advancing or retreat- 
ing by wings, The king's on the inward flank of the right 


rjeant advances before each. | 

| XVIII. Advancing in Line, 1 
The battalion receives the caution o advance in line, after 

7 ordinary time 100 paces, it is halted, and cauti- 


oned to fire a volley obliquely to tlie right, and afterwards another 
obliquely to the left, the front rank 2 


The battalion advances the ſame diſtance, halts, and fires 
two yolleys to the front: after the laſt, the men port arms, 
half cock, ſtut pans, and ſtoulder arms. | 


The rear ranks receive the words of command to take open 
erder, quick march, the officers come into the front. The bat- 
talion 1s cautioned to advance, the muſic plays on the word 
march. After marching 50 paces, the line is halted, arms pre- 


ing 
"OY 


- ſented, officers ſalute, muſic plays God ſave the king, and drum- 


mers beat a march, 


The commanding officer then orders floulder arms, rear rauks 
take clofe order, and march, which finiſhes the review. 


HRE MANUAL AND PLATOON EXERCISES. 
| | ' INTRODUCTION. + 


Hs Majeſty having thought proper to take into his royal 
conſideration, the modes in which, the Manual and Platoon 
Exerciſes are at preſent performed by his troops ;—and it ap- 
pearing to his Majeſty, that ſome alterations might be made in 
both, which would be productive of great utility, and advan- 
tage to his ſervice particularly, by reducing the unneceſſary 
length of the former ;—his Majeſty is therefore pleaſed, here- 
by to recal, and cancel his former regulations, reſpecting the 


wing and the regimental on that of the left wing. A direct- 
e | h 


. 


Mamnal and Platoon. Exerciſes, and to order that, in their ſtead, 
the following ſhall be adopted, and invariably practiſed in 


future by his whole army. | 
| By his Majeſty's Command, 
WILLIAM FAWCET, 
2 Pusſtie of the Soldier under Arms, 
THE equal ſquareneſs of the ſhoulders and body, to the 
front, is the firſt, 'and great principle of the poſition of the 
ſoldier :— The heels muſt be in a line, and cloſed ;—The knees 
ſtraight, without ſtiffneſs; — The toes turned out, ſo that the 
feet may form an angle of about 60 degrees :—The arms hang 
near the body, but not ſtiff; the flat of the hand, and little 
finger, touching the thigh, and the thumbs as far back as the 
ſeams of his breeches. The elbows and -ſhoulders are to be 
kept back ;— The belly rather drawn in; and the breaſt ad- 
vanced, but without conſtraint :—-The body to be upright, ' 
but inclining rather forwards, ſo that the weight of it may 
dear chiefly on the fore part of the feet: The head to be erect; 


and neither turned to the right, nor to the left; the eyes alone 
will be glanced to the right. 


I) he body of the ſoldier being in this poſition, the firelock 
is to be placed in his left hand, againſt the ſhoulder ; his wriſt 
to be a li ttle turned out; the thumb alone to appear in front; 
the four fingers to be under the butt;. and the left elbow to be 
rather bent inwards, ſo as not to be ſeparated from the body, 
or to be more backward or forward than the right one: The 
firelock muſt reſtſfull on the hand, not on the end of the fingers; 
and be carried in ſuch manner as- not to raiſe, advance, or 
keep back one ſhoulder more than the other; the butt muſt 
therefore be forward, and as low as can be permitted without 
conſtraint ; the fore part a very little before the front of the 
thigh; and the hind part of it preſſed by the wriſt againſt the 
thigh :—It muſt be kept ſteady and firm, before the hollow of 
the ſhoulder ; ſhould it be drawn back or carried too high, 
the one ſhoulder would be advanced, the other kept back, 
and the upper part of the body would be diſtorted, and not 


ſquare with reſpect to the limbs. a 
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1 f. Order 
arms. 


gd. Fix 
bayonc ts. 


der arms. 


, Pre- 
3 Morions. 


3 Motions, 


34. Shoul- - 


ow 
MANUAL EXERCISE. * 
Explandtion. | | 


BRING the firelock to the trail in two motions 

as uſual, ſeizing it at the iſt at the lower loop, juſt 
above the ſwell; at the ad bring it down to the right 
fide, the butt within two inches of the ground: at 
the 3d, drop the butt on the ground, placing the 
muzzle againſt the hollow of the right ſhoulder, 


and the hand flat upon the ling. 


At the word, fix, place the thumb of the right 
hand, as quick as poſſible, behind the barrel, taking 
a gripe of the firelock ; as ſoon as the word of cam- 
mand is fully out, puſh the firelock alittle forward, 
at the ſame time drawing out the bayonet with the 
left hand, and fixing it with the utmoſt celerity :— 
The in.cant this is done, return as quick as pothblie, 
2 order, as above deſcribed, and ſtand perfectly 

7. 6 8 - 


As ſoon as the word oer is given, take a gripe 
of the fitelock with the right hand, as in fixi 4 
-bayonets, and at the laſt word, arms, the fireloc 

muſt be thrown with the right hand in one motion, 


and with as little appearance of effort, as poſſible, 


into its proper poſition on the left ſhoulder ; the 
hand croſſes the body in fo doing, but mufi 
inſtantly be withdrawn. 


rſt. Seize the firelock with the right hand, under 


fent arms. the guard, turning the lock to the front, but with- 


out moving it from the ſhoulder. | 
2d. Bring it to the poize, ſeizing it with the | 
hand, the fingers extended along the fling, the wriſt 


upon the guard, and the point of the left thumb of 
equal Height with the eyes. | 


zd. Bring down the firelock with a quick moti- 
on, as low as the right hand will admit without con- 
ſtraint, drawing back the right foot at the fame 
inſtant, ſo that the hollow of it may touch the left 
heel.—The firelock in this poſition is.to be totally 
ſupported in the left hand; the body to reſt en- 
tirely on the left foot; both knees to be ſtraight. 


By 


> 


8 


itt. By a turn of the right wriſt, bring the flrelock 37d, Shout. 
to its proper poſition on the ſhoulder : deſcribed 2 arms, 
above, the left hand graſping the butt ;—2d, Quit 2 Motions. 
the right hand, bringivg it briſkly down to fy 
place by the fide. e Fe 

1ſt. At one motion throw the firelock from the 6:4,Change 
ſhoulder acroſs the body, to a low diagonal recover, bayoners. 
a poſition known in many * by the name of 
t 


porting arms ur preparing fot the charge; in which the 2 Motions. 
lock f to be Rs ys front, and at the hei 


of the breaſt; the muxale flariting upwards, fo that 
the barrel may -croſs oppoſite the point of the left 
ſhoulder, with the butt proportionally depreſſed: 
the rigbt hand graſps the ſmall of the butt, and the 
left holds the piece at the ſwell, cloſe to the lower 
pipe, the thumbs of both hands pointing towards 
the muzzle. | 


2. Make a half. face to the right and bring down 
the firelock to nearly a horizontal poſition, with 
the muzzle inclining a little upwards, and the right 
wriſt reſting againſt the hollow of the thigh, juſt 
below the hip. BE | EP. 
-- N. B. The firſt motion of the charge is the poh- 

tion which the ſoldier will, either from the ſhoul- 
der, or after firing, take, in order to advance on 
an enemy, whom it is intended to attack with fixed 
beyonets : and the word of command for that pur- 
poſe is, ( prepare to charge.” The ſecond. poſition 
of the charge is that which the front rank takes, 
when arrived at a few yards diſtance only from the 
body to be attacked. The firſt motion of the char 
is aſſo that which ſentries are to take, when cha 
lenging any perſons who approach their poſts. 
iſt. Face to the front, and throw up the piece into 9th, Sloul- 
its poſition on the ſhoulder, by a turn on the right der arms. 
wriſt, initantly graſping the butt, as above deſcrib- 
ed, with the left hand. | | 
2d. Quit the firelock briſkly with the right hand, 
bringing it to its proper place by the fide. ; 
The men muſt be taught Jikes iſe to ſuppert arms 
; three, motions, throwing the firſt and ſecond nearly 


into: 


* 


* 
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into ane: at the firſt motion theyſeize the ſmall of the 
butt under the lock with their right hand, bri aging 


the butt in front of the groin, and keeping the 


ſomewhat turned out : at the ſecond they bring the 
left arm under the cock : at the third they quit the 
right hand. In carrying arms frow the Lappert, the 
wotions are exactly reverſed.” 

In marching any diſtance or angling at eaſe, 
when fupported, the men are allowed to =. In their 


right hand acroſs the body, to the fmall ot the butt, 


Time. 


which latter muſt, in that caſe, be thrown ftill 


more forward; the fingers of the left hand being. 
uppermoſt, muſt be placed between the body, an 
the right elbow : the right hands are to be inſtantly 
removed, when the diviſion halts, or is ordered to 
dreſs by the right. 

The motions in the manual exerciſe will, in 
future, be performed flower than heretofore, Jeaving 
three ſeconds between each motion except that of 


fixed beyonets, in which a longer time muſt be 


given. 
The manual is not to be executed by one word, 


or ſignal, but each ſeparate word of command is to 


be given by the officer who commands the body 
performing it. 

In regard to the motions of ſecuring, grounding, and 
trailing, as well as thoſe of piling, Ke it wil be 
ſufficient for the ſoldiers to be taught to perform 
them in the moſt convenient and quickeſt me- 
thod. Returning beyonets 1s to be done from the 


order, in the ſame manner as fixing them. 


The manual and platoon exerciſe, will no longer 
make a regular part of a review, but will only be 
gone through when 3 called for by the 


reviewing General. 


The platoon exerciſe is always to be done with 
ranks cloſed, except at the drill. 

Sentries poſted with ſhouldered arms, are per 
mitted afterwards to ſupport, but not to ſſope them. 
On the approach of an officer, they immediately 
carry their arms; and put themſelves into their 
proper poſition, which is not to be done at the in- 
ſtant he patles, but by the time he is within twen — 


y 
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ards of their poſt, ſo that they may be. perfe&tly 


| y, before he comes up. 

| Corporals marching with reliefs, or command- 
| ing detachments; or diviſions, will carry their atms 
advanced, as at preſent : for which purpoſe a ſoldier : 
when promoted to that rank, muſt be taught the 


pe * 
* 


of 4 - 


poſition of advanced arms. n N 
TLATOON EXERCISE... - 


Explanation of the ſeveral Motions, as taught by the Words of 
n,, One 992 EO 
AS uſual, bringing the firelock to the recover, 1, Make 
and e venting | 3 
i . 1ſt; Slip the left hand along the ſling as far as 
E1v the ſwell of the firelock, and bring the piece down ' 
to the preſcat, ſtepping back about fix inches to the 24. Preſent 
rear with the right foot. 0 
After firing, drop the firelock briſkly to the 34. Fire. 


priming poſition. | | 
2d. Half cock. | «> te: . | 
1ſt. Draw the cartridge from the pouch. 4h, Handle 


ad. Bring it to the mouth, holding it 'betweencartridge. 
the fore-finger and thumb, and bite off the top 
- i of it. F 
iſt. Shake ſome powder into the pan. Ft, Prime. 
2d. Shut the pan with the three laſt fingers. 
zd. Seize the ſmall of the butt with the above 
three fingers. | : 
iſt. Face to the left on both heels, ſo that the 6:4, Load. 
14 right toe may point directly to the front, and the 
| body be a very little faced to the left, 1 
the ſame time the firelock round to the left tide 
without finking it. It ſhould in this momentary 
poſition, be almoſt perpendicular (having the muz- 
_ zle only a ſmall degree brought forward), and as 
ſoon as it is ſteady there, it muſt inſtantly be forced 
down within two inches of the . the butt 
nearly oppoſite the left heel, and the firelock itſelf 
ſomewhat floped, and directly to the front; the 
right hand at the ſame inſtant catches the muzzle, 
in order to ſteady it. | ch | 


* I 42 ̃ 23 
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nba: Shake the der into the barrel, tt in 
after it the en ball. w ig; 


34. Seize the top of the ramcod, with the fore- 
finger and thumb. 


7th, Draw . 1ſt. Force the ramrod half out, and ſeize i it back- 
ramrods. handed exactly in the middle. 
2d. Draw it entirely out, and turning it with the 
whole hand and arm extended from you, * it one 
inch into the barrel. 


$4. Row it. Puſh-the ramrod down, holding it as before, 


down exactiy in the middle, Xill the hand touches the 


. muzzle. 
| 2d. Slip the fore-finger and thumb to the upper 
8 end, without letting the ramrod fall further into 
? the barrel. 
34. Puſh the cartridge well down to the bottom. 
4th, Strike it two very quick rates with the 
romrod. 
gel, Return 1ſt Draw the ramrod half out, cotebing it deck. 
zemrods. handed. 
Aua. Draw it entirely out, turning it brickly from 
with the arm extended, and put it into the 
po, forcing it as quick as poſſible to the bottora; 
b, then face to the proper front, the finger and thumb 


© > of the right hand holding the ramrod, as in the po- 


ſition immediately previous to drawing it, and the 
butt raiſed two inches from the ground. 

r0th Shout- Strike the top of the muzzle ſmartly with the right 

| der arms, hand, in order to fix the bayonet, and ramrod, more 
firmly, and at the ſame time throw it t aimbly up, at 
one motion, to the ſhoulder. 

N. B. Though the butts are not to come to the 
| in caſting about, a> accidents. may nt 
pa it, yet they are permitted, while loading, to 
de fo refed; but it muſt be done without noiſe, and 
in à manner imperceptible in the front. 


Explanationef priming and loading quick. 
Prime and iſt. Bring the firelock down in one britk motion 
&ad to the priming poſition, the thumb of the right hand 
plac wp” the pan cover, or ſteel; . the fingers 
clenched; and the elbow a little turned out, ſo that 
the wriſt may be clear of the cock. 


ad. Open 


—— — - 


Arat out the cartridge. 


the quick loading, all the motions are to be done 
vu as mach difpatch as poſſible; the ſoldiers taking 
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dd. Open the pan, by throwing up the ſteel, with 
a ſtrong motion of the right arm, turning the eib 
in, aad kerping the ficelock Ready in the left hand. 
_ 34, Bring your hand round to the 'potch, and 


„„ 25 deſcribed. 1 s hp iy 


their time, from the Hugel-man in che front, for 
cafting over, and fhouldering only. F CE, 3 

In firing three deep, the priming poſition for the Priming. 
front — is the height of go Ae” of the poſition. 
breeches: for the center rank, about the middle of 

the ſtomach: and for the rear rank, cloſe; to the 

breaſt; the firelock, in all theſe poſitions, is to be 

kept perfectly horizontal. 


Explanation ti N of the poſitron of each rank in ibe firings. * * 


20 Gent Front Rank, kneeling. 17 219: 
Bring the fitelock briſkly up to the recover, catch- Make 


ing it ip the left hand; and, without ſtopping, fink ready. 


down with a quick motion upon the right knee, 


Keeping the left foot faſt, the butt end of the fire- 
lock, at the fame moment, falling upon the grounds 


they cock, aud inſtantly ſeize the cock and 


together in the right hand, holding the piece firm 
in the left, about the middle of that part which is 
between the lock and the fwell of the ſtock: the 

int of the left thumb to be cloſe to the ſwell, 


And pointing upwards. 


As the body is finking, the right knee is to be 
thrown fo 1 that the, leſt leg may be right ; 
up and down, the right foot alittle turned out, the 7. 
body ſtraight, and the head as much up, as if 
Houldered ; the firelock muſt be upright, and the 
butt about four inches to the right of the infide of 
the left foot. | 


Bring the firclock donn firmly. to the preſent, by Preſent. 


Nidiog the leſt hand, to the full extent of the arm, 
along the fling, without letting the motion tell 
the right hand at ſame time ſpringing up the 2 — 
rh | | , 

2 


— 


Fire. 


„ ee 
Pull the trigger ſtrong with the middle fingei, 
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by the cock fo; high againſt the right ſhoulder, 
that the head may not be too much lowered in 
taking aim; the right cheek: to be cloſe to the butt; 
the left eye ſhut, and the middle finger of the right 
hand on the trigger, look along the barrel With 
the right eye from the breech pin to the muzzle, 


: 


and as ſoon as fired, ſpring up nimbly upon the 
left leg, keeping the Body ere and the left foot 
faſt, and bringing the right heel to the hollow of 


the left; at the ſame inſtant drop the firelock to 


the priming poſition, the height of the waiſtband 


the plate of the lock, and then, as quic 


on with the Joading motions, as before deſeri 


* 


of the breeches; half cock ; handle caririd e, ud 


| Center Rank. * | 
Spring the firelock e to the recover; as ſoon 


as the left hand ſeizes the firelock above the lock, 


raiſe the right elbow a little, placing the thumb of 
that hand upon the cock, with the 15 75 open on 


as poſhble, 


cock the piece, by drop ing the elbow, and forc- 
. 


Preſent. 


Fire. 


ing down the cock wit 


| the thumb, ſtep at the 
ſame time with the right foot a moderate pace to 
the right, keeping the left faſt, ſeize the {mall of 
the butt with the right hand: The piece muſt be 
held in this poſition perpendicular, and, oppoſite 
the left ſide of the face, the butt cloſe to the breaſt, 
but not preſſed, the body ſtraight, and full to the 
front, and the head erect. | Þ. 


Fr in the foregoing explanation for the front 
rank. | We FT WET. e 
Pull the trigger ſtrong with the middle finger, 
and, as ſoon as fired, bring the firelock to the pri- 
ing poſition, about the height of the ſtomach; 
the reſt, as in explanation of priming and loading 
with this difference only, that the left foot is to be 


7 


drawn up to the right, at the ſame time that the 


firelock is brought down to the priming poſition; 
and tfiat, immediately after the firelock is thrown 


39 


up to the-ſhoulder, the men ſpring to the leſt again 
and cover their ere ber | 
* TV 
k Recover and cock, as before directed for the Male 
center rank, and as the firelock is brought to the ready. 
recover, ſtep briſkly to the right a full pace, at the 
ſame time placing the left heel about ſix inches 
before the point of the right foot. The body to 
be — 5 ſtraight, and as ſquare to the front as 
poſſible. 1 
As in explanation for the center rank. - Preſent. 


As in explanation for the center rank, remem- Fire. 
bering only the difference of the priming poſition 
for this rank, as before deſcribed ; after firing, and 
ſhouldering, the men ſtep, as the center rank does. 


In firing with the front rank flanding, that rank 
makes ready, &c. as ſpecified in the article relative 
to the platoon exerciſe. yi | | 
N. B. In giving words of command, as well in Officers. 
as out of the ranks, officers are to ſtand perfectly 
ſteady, and in their proper poſition ; their ſwords 
held firmly in the full of the right hand, with the 
upper part of the blade reſting againſt the ſhoulder, 
the 2 8 wriſt againſt the hip, and the elbow drawn 
back. or 


' Firing by Platoons. 


The officers, inſtead of giving the words platoon, Officers,&c: 
make ready, preſent, fire, are to pronounce the words - 
ſhort, as for inſtance, toon, ready, pſent, fire. 


In firing by platoons, or diviſions, the officers - 
commanding them are to ſtep out one pace, on the 
cloſe of the preparative, and to face to the left to- 
wards their men; They there ſtand perfectly ſteady 
till the laſt part of the general, when they ſtep back 
again into their proper intervals, all at the ſame 
time.—After a divifion has fired, the right-hand + 
man of it ſteps out one pace, in front of the officer, 
but ſtill keeping his own proper front, and 1 5 


5 * the time for qe ine abeutand flog 2 after which 
- he falls back again into his place in Te front rank. 


The flugel- -man of a battalion, is alſo to keep his 
7 front, in giving the time of exerciſe. 


158 In fring by grand diviſions, the center officer 
flalls back, on the preparative, into the hs rank, 


and i is e 1 the * * . e 


